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M arvin Leonard Shorter, 75, of Seaford, DE passed away on January 2, 2021

after a year-and-a-half-long battle with Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma. He was
surrounded by his family, including his devoted wife and best friend of 47 years,

Wanda Joanne (Mitchell) Shorter. Marvin leaves behind his family, which he

proclaimed on multiple occasions was his “proudest accomplishment,” including his
son, Michael Leonard Shorter, daughter-in-law, Jennifer Marie Shorter, and their

children Cole, Aiden, Leah and Max, of Wilmington, DE; his daughter, Jessica
Madalyn (Shorter) Macdonald, son-in-law, Colin Campbell Macdonald, and their

children Abigail and Campbell, of Somerville, MA; and his daughter, Emily Joanne

Shorter and her son Bruin Williams, of Felton, DE. Marvin was preceded in death by
his parents, Odessa and Leonard Shorter.

Marvin spent most of his youth in the small fishing community of Elliott’s Island, Maryland
where his father was a union pipefitter and oysterman, and his mother was a crab-picker (among

various other jobs). Marvin had a rich life in this small town -- fishing, playing baseball, going to
Miss Nora’s Store, and enjoying the company of his grandmother, June Mom, who was the heart
of the family and lived close by. After high school, Marvin enlisted in the United States Air Force.

After his service, Marvin attended college for his degree in computer science. This led him to not
only his next career, but also his future wife. At Leeds Travelwear in Clayton, DE, Marvin and
Wanda worked together in the same data processing department, became friends and later dated.

When Marvin received a job offer in Richmond, VA, Marvin and Wanda decided to get married
and make the move together.

They moved back to Delaware after one year and bought their home on Magnolia Drive in
Seaford, where all three of their children spent their early years. Marvin began working for the
State of Maryland and spent most of his career (33 years) with the Office of Assessments as a

computer systems analyst.
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Family was always front and center for Marvin, and he loved being a husband, father, and later,
grandfather. When Michael and Jessica were born just 11 months apart, Marvin would often come

home on his lunch hour to help care for the babies and would take them out for a wagon ride as
soon as he returned from work. As the children grew older, he never missed a baseball or softball

game, though you would rarely hear a peep from him on the sidelines. His manner may have
been gentle and calm, but it did not lack emotion. He was generous with hugs and saying, “I love
you.” He also had a wonderful sense of humor and comedic timing, ribbing Wanda and his

children throughout his last days on earth. In his later years, he often reflected on how much he
loved his family, including Wanda, who was always by his side and whose tenacious spirit and

unconditional love seemed to have no limits.

After Marvin retired at 62, he did not mind that Wanda continued to pursue her career. He was
content spending hours outdoors, working on the four acres of land that he and Wanda planted

during their 30 years in their home. He planted saplings from the Arbor Foundation every year,
often had a project or two going, and even as he went through cancer treatment, he still cut the
grass and chopped the broken tree limbs. He was active and many days he would take drives to

see his grandchildren compete in sports or go to the gym to work out. Other days you would find
him just listening to music while reading the news at home in his sunroom.

Marvin loved many things, including a strong cup of coffee, a long afternoon nap, Lyle Lovett,
vanilla ice cream, and sitting back in his lawn chair and watching his grandchildren play. He will
be dearly missed and deeply remembered.

All services are private.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in memory of Marvin Shorter to the Elliott Methodist

Church, 2310 Elliott Island Road, Vienna, MD 21869.

Please sign the online guest book located on the tribute page.
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KC Kay Chaffinch posted:

What a positive impact Mr Shorter had on this community ! A lot of people have a lot of happy

memories of him and his family. You all helped make Seaford a better place to live. I enjoyed

watching the kids grow up while serving as their school nurse. Ben enjoyed seeing Marvin at the

gym, as well as coaching with him years ago, girls softball, Little League. Jessica and Emily both I

think.. We still have a lovely note he sent to my husband at the end of the season. We will always

remember that Smile !!! I know you all will miss him dearly.Prayers,Ben and Kay Chaffinch

January 22 at 8:05 AM

BH Blaine Herrick posted:

Met Marvin at Powerhouse gym. We started talking and discovered we were both USAF Veterans. We

shared our Air Force experiences. which helped us get through our workouts! Great guy..real

gentleman. Didn't know he was sick as i contacted covid was not at gym for quite awhile. Will miss

our conversations and his smiling face. He loved his family and talked about how proud he was of

them. I am so sorry for the family. Blaine Herrick

January 15 at 7:04 AM

Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium shared an album called Memories Album.

January 15 at 4:56 AM

KJ Kevin J posted:

I cannot remember a time where you would ever see him not smiling, which in turn would put a smile

on your face. I can remember returning to work with what I call my family, and hearing that he had

asked if I was happy. He didn't even work there but was thinking about me. Our deepest

condolences to Wanda and the family. He will truly be missed, I know that he spread enough love to

always be remembered.Kevin and Family

January 13 at 5:59 PM
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LB Lisa Broznowicz posted:

I worked with Marvin at SDAT. He was such a nice person and always had stories to share about his

family. My condolences to his family. Lisa Broznowicz

January 13 at 4:07 AM

NO Noell posted:

Having spent many hours in the Shorter’s home while growing up I know their love of family runs

deep. You have so many lovely memories of being together to comfort you in the days ahead.

Sending my heartfelt and deepest sympathies to Mrs. Shorter, Michael, Jessica, Emily, and all their

loved ones.

January 12 at 6:05 PM

PS Pamela Stroud posted:

What a wonderful life and beautiful family! I am so sorry to hear of his death. Prayers of peace for all

of you! (Pam Stroud)

January 12 at 2:29 PM

DE Dennis Ewell posted:

We had many good times growing up as neighbors and second cousins on Elliott's Island. Many good

after school afternoons playing in Marvin's yard. My condolences to the entire family. Dennis Ewell

January 10 at 10:27 AM

NH Norman W Hughes posted:

We many good times on Elliott's Island playing cards at Mrs. Nora's store softball .basketball in his

yard ,school bus rides to NDHS

January 10 at 6:57 AM
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Parsell Funeral Homes & Crematorium shared a video to the Memories

Album album.

January 15 at 4:56 AM

SCAN TO WATCH
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Marvin by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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